
Encouraging
 Scriptures

‘For whatever things were written before 
were written for our learning, that through 
perseverance and through encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope.’ Romans 15:4



God spoke to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob

“Leave your country … and go to the land that I will show you. I will 
make of you a great nation. I will bless you … You will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who treats you with 
contempt. All the families of the earth will be blessed through you.”  
Genesis 12:1-3
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Around 2080 BC God promised to bless all families on earth through Abraham and 
confirmed the promise to Isaac, to Jacob (Israel) and Jacob’s descendants. 

“I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land 
where you are traveling, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession.” Genesis 17:8

To Isaac: “Live in this land, and I will be with you, and will bless you.  
For I will give to you, and to your offspring, all these lands, and I will 
establish the oath which I swore to Abraham your father.”  
Genesis 26:3

To Jacob: “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your 
father, and the God of Isaac. I will give the land you lie 
on to you and to your offspring … In you and in your 
offspring, all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 
Genesis 28:13-14

Promises confirmed
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God spoke through Moses 
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“All these blessings will come upon you … 
if you listen to the Lord your God’s voice. 
You shall be blessed in the city, and you shall 
be blessed in the field … You shall be blessed 
when you come in, and you shall be blessed 
when you go out.”  Deuteronomy 28:2-6

Blessings for obedience

Around 1440 BC God spoke clearly through Moses about  
scattering the nation of Israel, but also gathering them again. 

“… when all these things have come on you … and you shall call them to 
mind among all the nations … and return to the Lord your God … then the 
Lord your God … will return and gather you from all the peoples … The 
Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed … 
He will do you good, and increase your numbers more than your fathers.”   
Deuteronomy 30:1-5

A future restoration

“But … if you will not listen to the Lord your God’s voice … You will be 
cursed in the city, and you will be cursed in the field … … The Lord will 
scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of 
the earth … Among these nations you will find no ease …”   
Deuteronomy 28:15-16 and 64-65

Curses for disobedience



1000

DAVID

960

SOLOMON

1060

SAMUEL

ISRAEL ISRAEL

Around 1000 BC God promised to establish King David of Israel’s throne forever. 

God’s promises to David

“I took you from the sheep pen … to be prince over my people, over Israel 
… I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that 
they may dwell in their own place, and be moved no more … When your 
days are fulfilled … I will set up your offspring after you … He will build 
a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever 
… Your throne will be established forever.” 2 Samuel 7:8-16

God spoke through Nathan

“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought 
me this far? This was yet a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God; but you 
have spoken also of your servant’s house for a great while to come; and this 
among men, O Lord God … Therefore you are great, O Lord God. For 
there is no one like you … What one nation in the earth is like your people, 
even like Israel, whom God went to redeem to himself for a people … You 
established for yourself your people Israel to be your people forever”  
2 Samuel 7:18-24

King David’s reply
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Return from exile

“… behold, the days come … that it will no more be said, ‘As the Lord 
lives, who brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’ but, 
‘As the Lord lives, who brought up the children of Israel from the land of 
the north, and from all the countries where he had driven them.’  
Jeremiah 16:14-15

Jeremiah prophesied

“I will bring your offspring from the east, and gather 
you from the west.
I will tell the north, ‘Give them up!’ and tell the south, 
‘Don’t hold them back!
Bring my sons from far away, and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth’” Isaiah 43:5-6

Isaiah prophesied

The Return from Babylon (537 BC)
The census in the Book of Numbers listed 603,550 Israelite men, plus 22,000 Levites.

This suggests around 1,250,000 adult Israelites crossed the Red Sea, giving a  
possible total of 2.5 million including children.

But less than 50,000 returned from Babylon (see Ezra chapter 2).

That return did not match the scale of Jeremiah’s prophecy.

The Modern Return (1892 to 2020)
Since 1892 Jews from more than 84 different 
nations have returned to Israel. 

The total is reported to be more than 3.5 million, 
most returning since 1948. 

This exceeds the scale of the Exodus from Egypt 
and matches Jeremiah’s prophecy.
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God’s reason for return

“I scattered them among the nations… where they went, they profaned 
my holy name; in that men said of them, ‘These are the Lord’s people, and 
have left his land’… the nations will know that I am the Lord… when I 
am proven holy in you before their eyes. For I will take you from among 
the nations and gather you out of all the countries, and will bring you into 
your own land.”  Ezekiel 36:19-24

Ezekiel gave God’s reason

“I will bring my people Israel back 
from captivity, and they will rebuild 
the ruined cities, and inhabit them 
… I will plant them on their land, 
and they will no more be plucked up 
out of their land which I have given 
them,” says the Lord your God.” 
Amos 9:14-15

Amos prophesied rebuilding

The returning Jews have rebuilt many ruined 
cities, e.g. Arad, Beersheba and Giloh.

BABYLON

“I will build you again, and you will be 
built, O virgin of Israel. You will again be 
adorned with your tambourines, and will 
go out in the dances of those who make 
merry. Again you will plant vineyards on 
the mountains of Samaria. The planters 
will plant, and will enjoy its fruit.” 
Jeremiah 31:4-5

Jeremiah prophesied planting

Modern vineyards of Samaria
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The modern restoration of the Jewish people to the land 
of Israel demonstrates the irrevocable nature of God’s gifts 

and calling, as well as his faithfulness to his promises.

Apostle Paul’s summary 

‘Christ has been made a servant of the circumcision for the truth of God, 
that he might confirm the promises given to the fathers, and that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy … “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with 
his people.”’ Romans 15: 8-10

God’s Purpose

‘I ask then, did God reject his people? May it never be! … a 
partial hardening has happened to Israel, until the fullness of 
the Gentiles has come in, and so all Israel will be saved. Even as 
it is written, “There will come out of Zion the Deliverer, and he 
will turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”’ Romans 11:1, 25-27

Mystery Explained

‘Concerning the Good News, they are enemies for your sake. But 
concerning the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sake. For the 
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable … For God has bound all to 
disobedience, that he might have mercy on all.’ Romans 11:28-32

Status of the Jews

AD

Paul presents the spiritual analogy of the Jewish olive 
tree with Gentile branches grafted in, then writes on:
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Contact us 

We are Christian Friends of Israel UK, a non-denominational Christian charity who seek 

to serve the Church, showing God’s purposes for Israel and the Hebraic heritage of our 

faith and to be a blessing to Israel with practical and moral support. 

See our website for more information on what we do, subscribe to our free quarterly 

literature by email or by post, or visit our stand and chat with us.
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Oh the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past tracing out! 

“For who has known the mind of 
the Lord? Or who has been his 
counsellor?”

“Or who has first given to him, and it will be repaid to him again?”

For of him, and through him, and to him are all things.  
To him be the glory for ever!  Amen.’ 
Romans 11:33-36

Glory to God

Email: info@cfi.org.uk

Web: www.cfi.org.uk


